From the Desk of the Principal – Elver Peruzzo
2nd Newsletter:  Summary
Accomplishments
· Jr. football championship:  7 wins, 1 loss and a tie
· Cross country:  WECSSA:  Sr. boys finished first,  OFSAA in Guelph :  
Jr. Boys’ team finished 5th overall and midget boy placed 12th out of 256 runners;  
· Terry Fox Run raised over $5100 
· Support for the Lancaster bomber at City Council;  students accepted a challenge from Bob Pedlar to raise $500 by selling prints of the Lancaster Bomber 
· Basketball Game:  Girls’ team vs. Windsor Police sponsored by Community Living students;  raised over $800 for Special Olympics
· Underprivileged Children’s Christmas Party:  took place December 11 
· 10th placement in math in all of North America:  test sponsored by National Assessment & Testing; race to answer 100 word problems in a variety of topics for 30 minutes.  

School Improvement

· Collaboration with Massey Elementary to develop our literacy initiative.

· Data results from the EQAO tests indicate high success rate.

· Moving towards one School Improvement plan based on data information:  Family of Schools proposal submitted on Dec. 10 for the purpose of all of our feeder schools accepting our literacy initiative.

Field Trips and Performances

· Field trips:  Stratford, St. Jacob’s, Waterloo
· Band Performance and Silent Auction- occurred on Dec. 1
· Feb. 23-37 – St. Donat Field Trip
Important Dates

· Dec. 13- Term 1 Provincial Report Cards with Response Form to be returned

· Jan. 11, Feb. 15, Mar. 22 -  IMPAC meetings

· Jan. 26 -  Grade 8 parent evening

· Jan. 31 – Feb. 2 -  Exams for Semester Classes

Messages to Parents

· Please review the Response Form that accompanies the Report Card, sign it and have it returned to the school. 

· Please review the Annual Education Plan of your son/daughter.  Students write down their goals in this plan.  The plan is held by the Teacher Adviser.  The plan can be reviewed by parents our Parent Teacher interview evenings with the Teacher Adviser or by calling the school and asking to speak to the Adviser. 
· Please do not park in front of the school after school as you wait for your children to exit.  There was a near accident recently and students could have been seriously injured.  There are No Stopping signs posted by the City now.  We are asking that arrangements be made for children to be picked up on Rankin if need be. 

Given the serious situation of the recent near tragedy, we will not accept parking in front of the school for the following reasons:
· Parking on both sides of the street does not permit easy flow of traffic.  Fire trucks or ambulances could be easily impeded from passing and then cause some serious delays.

· Students crossing the street are darting out from parked cars and could potentially get seriously injured.

· Accidents are just waiting to happen. 

We will call our Traffic Enforcement Department on a regular basis in order to ensure that cars not park here.  Please cooperate with us in the name of safety.
· In a recent workshop, our Board sponsored a Lt. Colonel Grossmann, a well known speaker on the topic of media violence affecting our students.  His message was well taken in that parents need to be very mindful of knowing what their children are watching and listening to.  It is a proven fact that the more time students spend watching or listening to violent actions, the more affected they become in exhibiting more aggressive or violent behaviour.  As a school, we strongly recommend that parents monitor consistently what their children are viewing or listening to.  It may affect them for the rest of their lives.
News from our Various Departments

· GUIDANCE:   Courses, volunteer hours and program requirements have been reviewed with grade 9 and 10 students.  Scholarships and postsecondary planning have been discussed with our grade 12 students.  
· COMMUNITY LIVING:  The CL students, under the direction of Mr. Nekkers, have sponsored the Girls’ vs. Windsor Police basketball with huge success.  As other fundraisers, students make and sell pizzas, collect egg cartons and Zehrs’ receipts.  Many of our students work in our cafeteria and businesses such as Swiss Chalet, Canadian Tire, Montessori Day Care.

· MATH:  Students just returned from the University of Waterloo Trip where they met math professors (some former Massey students) who spoke to them about future possibilities in the math fields.   

· MODERN LANGUAGES:  In addition to the St. Donat trip, the Language Department is involved in organizing student exchanges. 

· SOCIAL SCIENCES:  A well organized Remembrance Day assembly took lace on November 11.  World Religions students viewed the biographical film on Martin Luther at the Cineplex.  Grade 9 geography classes visited the Old Order Mennonite Country in St. Jacobs, purchased items in the old market and, as a highlight, visited the Old Order dairy farm.   

